~ Communication Hubs: 
A Grassroots Effort In 
West Seattle 


Presented to The 13" Annual 
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) 
West Seattle Emergency Preparedness 


& Communications Hubs 
e Background and evolution 
e¢ Outreach and citizen involvement 
e Where we're at 


¢ Where we want to go 
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When Will the Roads Be Open? 


Fire hydrants didn’t fair well in 
the winter of 2008 in Seattle. 


2008 Seattle, Winter Wonderland or 
Snowmageddon? 


A giant star on a Macy's store shines as heavy snow falls late at night Saturday, 

Dec. 20, 2008, in downtown Seattle, which rarely sees such major snow levels. 

Very few cars were on city streets at night, but there was heavy pedestrian traffic 

as people took in the sights and sounds of the winter storm. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 


~ West Seattle Emergency Preparedness 
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West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


West Seattle has unique concerns, especially 
with few major roads to get in or out of the 
peninsula in an emergency. 

Multiple neighborhood groups, but our neighbors 
are not “joiners” 

System to help others help themselves, rather 
than assume role of first responder. 

Current status is organized and seeking to 


strengthen connections to outside information 
sources. 
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PETE seri rye Groups in 
West Seattle 


~ fibrrviral 


- Heighborhood Associakinn 
‘ia = 


=f 


Play 
Community Coursel 


ee ae 


Pairmaunt 
Community fa sochabeon 


Frteredt of the Punchion t 


Detridge Neighborhood 
Gevthapment Assocation 


Pfainmount Springs 
Neighborhood Group 


Morgan 
Cerny Abend airs 


Adams Meig hho hood 
Aseeci ation 


Faurtieray 
Carn mianiy fue ice 


Highland Park 
Acthon Comernitiee 


A es Genet 
eign berhocd Council P 


i: : cre 


Ocean View 
Canerundty Beach Chul = 


ES ee i ee 
: > at 


Multiple levels to Preparedness 
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West Seatile Be Prepared 
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Do you know where to go for information 


if a major disaster occurs in our area? 


West Seattle’s Emergency Communication Hubs! 
These are our designated emergency community gathering sites. 


1. Alki Hub 
Alki Community Center 
SW Stevens St & 59th Ave SW 


2. Admiral Hub 


Hiawatha Playfield 
SW Lander & California Ave SW 


3. Alaska Junction Hub 


Ercolini Park 
SW Alaska & 48th Ave SW 


4. Fairmount Hub 
Providence/Mount St Vincent 
SE parking lot, near south entrance 
SW Hudson St & 35th Ave SW 


5. 


Pigeon Point Hub 
Street end, top of staircase 
SW Andover St & 20th Ave SW 


Morgan Junction Hub 
Thriftway, north end of parking lot 
SW Morgan St & California Ave SW 


Olympic Heights Hub 
Hughes Playground, NE corner 
SW Holden St & 28th Ave SW 


Fauntleroy Hub, Fauntleroy Church 
9140 California Ave SW (off SW Barton) 


Highland Park Hub 
Salvation Army, parking lot 
9050 16" Ave SW 


http://westseattle.bepreparedseattle.info 


West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


¢ Connecting the Dots across West Seattle 


— First priority and role is to assist local 
neighborhood 


— Second role is to reach out and see what 
conditions, resources and hazards are in 
other parts of West Seattle 

— Third role is to get that information into and 
out of the city and county emergency 
response system. 


West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


Why? 


eTo have a low tech way of connecting neighbors 
in the event of an emergency or disaster. 


«Share information within and between Individual 
West Seattle neighborhoods. } 


eAid people in sharing resources. 


eCollect information to help police and fire 
respond where needed. 


West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


Each participating neighborhood has a 


neighborhood emergency communications bag 
and a Hub location. 


How 


In the event of an emergency, pre-assigned 
people will take the bag to their location and set 
up to start collecting and sharing information. 


Seattle Police and Fire Departments should 
know of these locations and can use them to 
pass and collect city related information. 


West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


What we’ve done in 2008 and 2009 


¢ Received $7,000 from the City of Seattle to 
equip the Hubs, establish a radio system and do 
outreach. 


¢ 9 locations equipped, 

¢ GMRS radio repeater system installed, 
¢ established website (expandable) 

¢ did outreach at 11 events and on the WS Blog, 
+ met with KC Public Health NS 
¢ Conducted 2 radio tests and 1 full drill 


West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


What we’ve done in 2010 


e 2 more GMRS radio repeater systems installed 
(Magnolia and Roosevelt) 


¢ Continue website development 


¢ Conducted outreach at community events and 
street fairs, 


¢ Held 2 summits to discuss, at a city level, 
direction and ideas for sustainment of the Hubs 


¢ Conducted weekly radio tests and At 
1 full drill with Hub set-up and signage. 


West Seattle Emergency Communications Hubs 


What we’re doing in 2011 


¢ 1 more GMRS radio repeater systems installed 
(SE or S Seattle) 


¢ Continue website development 


¢ Conducted outreach at community events and 
street fairs, 


¢ Hold more summits to discuss, at a city level, 
direction and ideas for sustainment of the Hubs 


¢ Conducted weekly radio tests and at least @(« 
1 full drill with Hub set-up and signage. 
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What Can You Do? 


Build or buy a kit 

— Buy a pre-made kit from any vendor 
— Build your own a little at a time 

— Remember your pets! 

Make a plan 

— Decide on an out-of-area contact 


— Set a meeting place outside the home 
— Practice the plan 


Get Involved! 
e Learn skills 


— First Aid, CERT or SNAP 


— Know how to shut off the natural gas and 
water 


e Know your neighbors 
— Know where the elderly are near you 
— Check on them after a disaster 

¢ Volunteer your time 


— So much more can be done with your help 


| Volunteer 
Services 


Be Ready! & 


You never know when a 
disaster will strike. Nor who 
may be depending on you. 
Make sure you are as ready 
as you can be for a disaster 
wherever you may be! 


Questions? 


West Seattle Emergency Preparedness 
& Communications Hubs 


For more information: 
http://westseattle.bepreparedseattle.info 


Ron Zuber, 206-423-0602 
rzuber@clearwire.net 


